
 

Office of the Principal 

 

September 11, 2019 

 

Dear Parent(s): 

We are in the midst of making final preparations for the fourth annual Cheverus Gala. In each of 

the last three years we have made or exceeded our goal, raising over $300,000.00 in that time.  

These funds have allowed us to do such things as: purchase and implement the Reading Street 

Program for grades 1 - 5, build Peggy’s Park, purchase iPads and additional SmartBoards, renovate 

the bathrooms in the gymnasium and the pre-school, and provide financial assistance to families 

in the way of scholarship and direct financial aid.   

One major reason for the success of our Gala has been the generous donations and participation of 

our parents.  Cheverus Catholic raises more money through this effort than any other Catholic 

elementary school, thus allowing us to eliminate all mandatory fundraising. 

As in years past, a major benefactor has issued a challenge to our parents:  he will match all funds 

contributed by our parents up to $35,000.00!  Over the years, I’ve asked that families contribute a 

$200.00, tax deductible donation to achieve this goal, which would exempt them from the 

mandatory raffle sales.  This year, we do not have the mandatory raffles, therefore we may not 

have that same incentive to participate.  Yet, I want for us to be able to earn the $35,000.00 gift.  

Presently we have 435 students enrolled at Cheverus, representing more than 350 families.  If each 

family were to make a tax-deductible donation of $100.00, we would match the $35,000.00 gift!   

One of our goals this year is to encourage more parents to attend the Gala.  To this end, any family 

that participates in Gift Match Program with a donation of $100.00 will be entitled to purchase up 

to two Gala tickets at a discounted rate of $50.00 each.  All other tickets to the Gala are $75.00 

each.  I urge you to help us to raise this money. You have always responded in the past; I am 

confident that we will do it once again.  Thank you. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Thomas P. Arria, Jr. 

Principal 


