
 

 

“Why do you seek the living among the dead?   He is not here, he has risen!” 

 

Dear Cheverus Family, 

We find ourselves in different times, difficult times.  For several weeks now we have been trying to meet 
the challenges presented by the requirement that we be isolated and alone.  Unable to be physically 
present to one another, we have nonetheless found ways to reach out, encourage, and support one 
another.  

As I reflect on our solitude, I am reminded of Christ’s agony in the garden of Gethsemane.  He was 
alone, even desperate.   At one point in his suffering he asked, “Father, if you are willing, please take this 
cup of suffering away from me. Yet, I want your will, not mine.”  That is not intended to imply that the 
present circumstance is God’s will, but rather that as Jesus did, we step up, and meet the challenge by 
exercising our own free will to do what is necessary to free ourselves, and overcome.     

Jesus’ suffering and death freed us from death and guaranteed eternal life.  The agony in the garden, the 
scourging at the pillar, the crowning of thorns, His crucifixion and death were all triumphed over by His 
Resurrection!  Washing our hands, sanitizing, keeping physical distance, and staying at home all pale in 
comparison to Christ’s sacrifice for us.   We can do it. 

We may not be able to go to mass, be with our extended families, and celebrate Easter as we have 
always done, yet Easter did happen, and we will celebrate, just differently.  We do not have to be in 
church.  We, the people of God, are the church!  And, we may not be able to be with one another 
physically.  Thanks to technology like “Zoom” or Facebook, or Facetime some of us will be closer than 
we might have been.  Even without these things our love for one another will continue to bind us.    

So Cheverus, just as Jesus overcame suffering and death and in doing so freed the world of sin, let us 
find hope and strength in His Resurrection.    As we commemorate Easter this year, may our faith and 
strength see us to a new dawn.   On behalf of the entire Cheverus Faculty and Staff, I wish you a Happy 
and Holy Easter. 

 

Thomas P. Arria, Jr. 

Principal 


