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Dear Cheverus Community, 
 
As we move through the summer, the task of preparing for the upcoming school year is very 
different from what it has been in previous years.  The reason for this is obvious.  All public 
schools have been mandated by the State of Massachusetts to provide no fewer than three 
plans for reopening. Although we are exempt from this mandate, we are responsible to 
ourselves and our community to provide our plans for September. 
 
We have been working to this end with ongoing discussion with faculty.   Additionally, we have 
formed a committee of parents and teachers to consider all of the possibilities for Cheverus 
Catholic Schools safe re-opening.  Every school is asked to plan for the possibility that: 

1. Students return physically full time 
2. Students return on a part time basis: a hybrid model of physical attendance and 

distance learning 
3. Students continue full time distance learning 

 
Each model has several potential patterns that will be explained once we determine the most 
feasible plan.  All will be based on the guidelines/restrictions that are set forth by the state and 
based on the best available scientific data available.   
 
To date, and to summarize, the minimum requirements for students to be in school either full 
or part time include: 

• desks in classrooms be a minimum of three feet apart 
• all desk be facing in the same direction 
• students remain in the same classroom throughout the day 
• lunch be eaten in the classrooms 
• students practice social distancing 
• masks be worn by all students in grades 2-8 
• masks be encouraged in preschool through grade 1 
• sanitation that includes frequent hand washing, cleaning of frequently used surfaces 

e.g., door knobs, handrails, tables, laptops 
• provide for an isolation area for student suspected of being ill 

 
While we will meet all of these requirements should we be back in school either full time or 
part time; there are many more considerations.  What will drop-off and pick-up procedures be 
like?   Recess?  Use of the bathrooms?  These are but some of the changes that we are in the 
process of planning for presently. 
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Should we be required to consider distance learning as we start the new school year, the 
procedures will be more formalized.  To be sure, our faculty did an outstanding job of providing 
students with valuable learning from March through the close of the school year.   Having said 
this, we will do an even better job in this regard should it be necessary.  Teachers have been 
working this summer on developing a more formalized curriculum for virtual learning.  
Assessment (grades), attendance, a regular daily schedule, and live streaming are but some of 
the areas that will be reinforced and improved.   
  
In order to best serve our students and their families, while ensuring the safety of all, we will be 
communicating with you to assess needs and to determine policies for the “new normal.”  You 
will receive a survey in the coming weeks for this purpose.  Your input is critical to the 
development of the plans and procedures essential to the continued, effective education of 
your children.   
 
Meanwhile, I ask for your continued patience, cooperation, and support as we strive to meet 
the challenges.  May God’s blessings on us endure. 
Sincerely, 
 
Thomas P. Arria, Jr. 


